
The Greater Love 

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (John 15:13)   

In his book, “Written in Blood,” Robert Coleman tells the story of a little boy whose sister needed 
a blood transfusion. The doctor had explained that she had the same disease the boy had recovered 
from two years earlier. Her only chance for recovery was a transfusion from someone who had 
previously conquered the disease. Since the two children had the same rare blood type, the boy was 
the ideal donor.   

“Would you give your blood to your sister Mary?” the doctor asked. Little Johnny hesitated, his 
lower lip started to tremble, and then he smiled and said, “Sure, for my sister.” 

Soon the two children were wheeled into the hospital room--Mary, pale and thin; Johnny, robust 
and healthy. Neither spoke, but when they met, Johnny grinned. As the nurse inserted the needle 
into his arm, Johnny’s smile faded. He watched the blood flow through the tube.   

With the ordeal almost over, his voice slightly shaky, broke the silence. “Doctor, when do I die?” 
Only then did the doctor realize why Johnny had hesitated, why his lip had trembled when he’d 
agreed to donate his blood. He’d thought giving his blood to his sister meant giving up his life. 
Though, in reality, it was not necessary, he was willing to give his life for his sister. In that brief 
moment, his love for his sister, caused him to make his great decision.   

Let us remember that there was one who laid down His life for us.                 via “Brief Exhortations” 
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I Know… 

Many of us have things in our past we wish to hide. We have done or said things of 
which we are now ashamed and embarrassed. Some of those things were foolish 
indiscretions of youth, when our wills were ruled more by emotions than intellect. Others 
cannot be blamed on youth, but only on the strength of temptation and the weakness of 
faith. 

I have never understood why some people use these sinful things as a spiritual 
marquee. They openly profess their youthful indulgences, claiming the Lord saved them 
from themselves. The demons of drugs and illicit sex had bound them until Jesus set them 
free. They almost appear to revel in their rebellion. 

I am glad people who know me best have not tried to find out every mix-step and 
blunder. I would be ashamed for them to know about some things from years past. I am 
quite happy about their ignorance. I suspect they feel the same way: let us leave the past 
in the past. 

However, I must confess there is a person who knows everything about me. Things I 
have forgotten, He knows. Things I remember with shame, He knows. He knows not only 
what I have done, but also what I have thought. Thoughts and desires which have never 
been expressed to a living soul, He knows. I am entirely incapable of thinking or acting 
apart from His knowledge. 

This person who knows everything about me is the one John describes as walking in 
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks and He who holds the keys of death and 
Hades (Rev. 1 :12-18). 

There is no place I can go to escape His scrutiny. He sees me when I arise and when I 
retire; when I work and when I play. Wherever I am, He sees and knows. 

He not only knows me, He knows you (singular and plural). He told the church at 
Ephesus, “I know thy works, and thy toil and patience, and that thou canst not bear evil 
men, and didst try them that call themselves apostles, and they are not, and didst find 
them false” (Rev. 2: 2). No congregation has any secrets from the Lord. He knows our 
strengths and weaknesses, our wants and our wills. 

It becomes us individually and collectively to try to live in such a way as to cause no 
disappointment and wrath from our Savior. He calls upon us to forsake sin and return to 
truth. To Ephesus He said, “Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent and 
do the first works; or else I come to thee, and will move thy candlestick out of its place, 
except thou repent” (Rev. 2:5)  -  Author Unknown 
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Those Privileged to Serve 

AM Service PM Service AM & PM Services 

Song Leader Michael Hawkins Song Leader Clint Smith Jr Announcements Joe Sweeney 
Opening Prayer Greg Blanton Bible Reading Jerry Casey Lord’s Supper Grover Blanton 
Scripture Caleb Hambelton Selection 36 Offering Harold Tincher 
Sermon Eric Welch Prayer Kevin Blalock Usher Fin Burton 
Lord’s Supper Mark 15:1-37 Sermon Eric Welch Count Offering Robby Stocksdale 
Message Robby Stocksdale Closing Prayer John Keaton Assist Count Hank Tincher 
Attendant Leon Stocksdale If you are unable to serve, 

Call Art Patrick 502-819-9481 
Or Harold Tincher 288-5956 

Last Sunday 
Attendant Jerry Montgomery Contribution Attendance 
Closing Prayer Eric Welch $3190 98 



A Signed Copy 

Recently I came across a photo of a Bible for sale in a bookstore. On the front was a 
sticker saying that it was a “signed copy.” Although some people found it amusing or were 
skeptical, I thought it captured brilliantly what we believe the Bible is.  

The Bible has God’s autograph written all over it. Just as the heavens declare the glory 
of God and the firmament shows his handiwork, the Bible too shows God’s signature. The 
features of God’s signature are the genuine miracles recorded, scientific foreknowledge 
and its incredible unity.  

However, the most significant characteristic of God’s signature is accurate predictive 
prophecy. For example, magi from the east followed a star that led them to Jerusalem. 
They met with the Jewish spiritual leaders and asked where the king of the Jews was 
born. Herod found out and he, too, met with those leaders to ask where the Messiah was 
to be born. Where did they go for the answer (v. 6)? To Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 
me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 
Based on this verse, the leaders said that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem of 
Judea. Micah lived seven centuries before the birth of Jesus, and his prediction is 
amazingly accurate. Israel had two towns called Bethlehem, one in Zebulun (Joshua 
19.15) and the other in Judah. How did Micah predict something so accurately seven 
centuries before Jesus’s birth?  

The Bible has been “signed” by God (2 Timothy 3:16). Owning a signed copy of a book 
written by a very famous person would be a dream come true to many book lovers. We 
have a signed copy from the Creator.                                                                   Eric Welch 

Sermon 

Sunday am - "This Thing Called Love" 1 Cor. 13:1-3 

Sunday pm - "The Windows of Heaven" 2 Kings 6 

Find a Storm Shelter! 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote: “Into each life some rain must fall.” 

Rain may fall gently at times; however, it also falls furiously in times of storm. In our 
lives, there are many types of storms -- physical, financial, emotional, and spiritual, etc. -- 
and they all vary in size and intensity. Storms are the common lot of all. Where can we 
turn when the storms of life rage? 

“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 
But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall” (Matthew 
7:24-27). 

Into every life, sooner or later, the rains descend, the floods come, and the winds blow 
and beat. For one man the “house” of his life falls in ruins, while for another it stands 
secure.                                               (continued on next page) 

 

(continued from previous page) 

The difference lies, not in the intensity of the storm, but in the power to withstand its 
fury. The power to withstand the storms of life depends upon the foundation of one’s life. 

In Jesus’ teaching, the house of the wise man withstood the storm because his house 
was built upon the rock. And who is the wise man? The wise man is one who hears the 
words of Jesus and does them (v. 24). Jesus assures us that no matter what storms may 
arise; obedience to Him is the only sure foundation on which to build our lives – lives that 
will withstand the test of time AND the Judgment to follow. 

One begins building upon the Rock through faith (Hebrews 11:6), repentance (Acts 
17:30-31), and immersion into Christ for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). Then, one must 
continue to build his “house” -- his life -- on the Rock by continuing to hear and to obey the 
words of Jesus and His inspired apostles. 

In the words of the beloved hymn, “There Stands a Rock”: 
Some build their hopes on the ever-drifting sand, 
Some on their fame or their treasure or their land; 
Mine’s on the Rock that forever shall stand, 
Jesus, the Rock of Ages. 

Prayer List: MARTIN BONNEY, Larry Coulter (Lou Ann), JAYNE CRAVENS, Jerry Crick 
(Ann), Esther Davis (Marian), JANICE DIMMITT, MYRNA DIMMITT, PATTY DIMMITT, 
MILDRED ELLIOTT, Zachary Ferguson, Elma Fielder (Marian), Lillian Foster, Diana Fulks 
(Norma), FRANK HARRIS, Pricilla Hudkins, ALLENE HUSTON, Elise Jackson (Christine), 
Alice Jenkins (Ann), Charles & Marlyn Jenkins (Ann), Arletha Kenty (Nathan), Josephine King 
(Polly), MERLE & JOYCE KNUCKLES, FRANCES LAWTON, SUE LINNE & Rhea, Shelly 
Marshall, POLLY MCCLINTOCK, JERRY & SARA MONROE, JERRY & SONJA 
MONTGOMERY, CAROL MOUSTY, Gary Peyton (Jean), Jerrie Phillips, CHRISTINE 
RHOTON, Cindy Roeder (Christine), Wendell & Betty Smith (Polly), Lynn Sullivan (Ann), 
THRESA TEMPLE, FERN TINCHER, Lynn Tincher (Fern), Kedza Turner (Jean), Fulton 
Wilson (Ann) Military Service: Stephen Blanton, Scott Viers, Zach West 

 

Hamburg Pike Happenings 

Our building project is almost finished and we are all very excited to begin using the new 
facility but we still have several tasks that need to be completed. With this in mind the Building 
Committee requests your continued cooperation in keeping out of the new addition and all 
other construction areas including the newly seeded grounds. 
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